Effect of induced hypotension on serum concentrations of atropine after intramuscular administration.
The serum concentrations of atropine after a single intramuscular injection of 0.01 mg/kg were determined by radioimmunoassay in nine general surgical patients during and after a combination anaesthesia and compared with those of 13 neurosurgical patients operated on during induced hypotensive anaesthesia (sodium nitroprusside plus trimetaphan). Surprisingly, comparable serum levels were found in both patient groups. We conclude that this kind of induced hypotension cannot be used as a model of drug absorption in such clinical situations as cardiac failure, haemorrhage or anaphylactic drug reactions.